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Oh, hello there – you caught me about to have a little snacky-snack.

My name is Ryan A. Farmer, and I am running for Portland City Commissioner. 

You know, not everyone can afford regular meals, let alone delicious, high-quality treats like Tide Pods.
1 in 7 Oregonians is food insecure, unsure where their next meal is coming from, and one of the 
leading causes of food insecurity is the high cost of housing. The rent in Portland has about doubled in 
the last ten years, without a similar increase in wages. The rent is just too damn high.

We can do more in Portland to alleviate hunger and make housing affordable by scaling rent to income.
Having a tenant pay a percentage of the market value of their home equal to the percentage of the 
median income for their household that they earn would immediately lower the cost of housing, and 
help most tenants be able to afford to live in Portland.

For example, the median income for in Portland is ~65k$/year, and let's say you pay 1000$/month in 
rent. If you make 32.5k$/year, or about 50% of the median income, you would then pay 50% of your 
rent, or 500$. If you earn 49k$/year, or about 75% of the median income, you would pay 75% of your 
rent, or 750$. If you earn the median income or higher, 65$k/year or more, 100k, 200k$/year, you 
would pay the full market value of your rental, or 1000$. Simple, no?

Portland, we can do more to make housing affordable by scaling rent to income. This balances the 
needs between tenants and landlords that provide housing. Maybe then, some of you will be able to get 
yourself some decent snacky-snacks.

Now, if you'll excuse me, these Tide Pods aren't going to eat themselves. Wouldn't want to eat them if 
they were stale.

[1] - https://www.ocpp.org/2018/05/17/oregon-food-insecurity-lag/
[2] - https://www.oregonfoodbank.org/our-work/hunger-in-oregon/factors-of-hunger/
[3] - https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/portlandcityoregon/INC110218
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